
Table B-126.  Female graduate students in science, engineering, and health fields in land-grant

institutions, by detailed field: 1992-1999

Field 1992 1993 1994 1995 1996 1997 1998 1999

...................................Total, all surveyed fields 53,727 56,396 58,201 59,504 59,253 58,557 58,776 60,622

..............Total, science and engineering fields 42,944 45,019 46,149 46,943 46,748 46,181 46,917 48,148

...............................................Sciences, total 37,060 38,836 39,733 40,434 40,071 39,409 39,778 40,786

...............................Physical sciences, total 3,256 3,387 3,306 3,287 3,258 3,167 3,175 3,336
.................................................Astronomy 95 101 110 112 109 104 122 121

..................................................Chemistry 2,402 2,501 2,428 2,427 2,418 2,382 2,355 2,490
......................................................Physics 744 764 745 723 708 660 684 710

...........................Physical sciences, n.e.c. 15 21 23 25 23 21 14 15

................Earth, atmos., & ocean sci., total 1,796 1,862 2,016 2,110 2,101 2,117 2,156 2,235
...............................Atmospheric sciences 141 143 151 158 153 174 151 161

.............................................Geosciences 793 769 856 867 902 959 952 968
...........................................Oceanography 494 519 555 516 491 463 527 553

............Earth, atmos., & ocean sci., n.e.c. 368 431 454 569 555 521 526 553

................................Mathematical sciences 2,197 2,215 2,184 2,110 2,149 1,954 1,971 2,039

.....................................Computer sciences 1,380 1,385 1,335 1,434 1,502 1,591 1,743 2,032

...................................Agricultural sciences 3,079 3,318 3,453 3,597 3,605 3,653 3,778 3,915

.............................Biological sciences, total 9,407 9,943 10,398 10,492 10,302 10,239 10,469 10,701
....................................................Anatomy 166 163 170 147 154 117 125 135

..............................................Biochemistry 891 900 996 998 937 902 940 1,010
......................................................Biology 1,296 1,343 1,359 1,350 1,343 1,450 1,465 1,472

..............................Biometry/epidemiology 257 348 352 317 303 249 394 423
.................................................Biophysics 66 69 62 76 70 77 80 90

.......................................................Botany 858 895 944 918 907 918 899 867
................................................Cell biology 532 629 637 684 662 644 681 745

.....................................................Ecology 314 364 402 422 446 434 474 496
...........................Entomology/parasitology 336 376 384 385 392 383 382 370

....................................................Genetics 299 286 292 281 298 325 307 323
............Microbio., immunology, & virology 1,022 1,033 1,027 1,048 1,026 997 987 1,002

.....................................................Nutrition 1,533 1,594 1,727 1,799 1,758 1,757 1,706 1,768
..................................................Pathology 262 271 269 247 244 239 260 262

...........................................Pharmacology 469 493 554 558 525 501 553 516
.................................................Physiology 369 373 349 349 333 307 303 289

.....................................................Zoology 513 536 551 550 539 513 514 479
....................................Biosciences, n.e.c. 224 270 323 363 365 426 399 454

..................................................Psychology 5,522 5,696 5,669 5,722 5,492 5,305 5,349 5,097

...................................Social sciences, total 10,423 11,030 11,372 11,682 11,662 11,383 11,137 11,431
..............................Agricultural economics 661 683 676 702 648 632 628 659

................Anthropology (cultural & social) 1,200 1,273 1,308 1,313 1,343 1,273 1,251 1,294
................Economics (except agricultural) 1,321 1,359 1,357 1,348 1,360 1,276 1,226 1,289

................................................Geography 581 580 584 579 576 614 608 596
.................................................Linguistics 506 495 547 541 565 562 540 526

.........................................Political science 2,913 3,052 3,049 3,232 3,248 3,079 2,836 3,018
...................................................Sociology 1,663 1,761 1,781 1,816 1,785 1,774 1,777 1,737

.............................Sociology/anthropology 177 191 232 220 221 242 241 230
...............................Social sciences, n.e.c. 1,401 1,636 1,838 1,931 1,916 1,931 2,030 2,082

..........................................Engineering, total 5,884 6,183 6,416 6,509 6,677 6,772 7,139 7,362
...............................Aerospace engineering 142 150 141 139 136 148 154 160
..............................Agricultural engineering 139 143 189 193 198 210 235 246
...............................Biomedical engineering 181 191 184 209 210 246 254 294

.................................Chemical engineering 581 650 648 673 718 722 718 735
..........................................Civil engineering 1,353 1,503 1,641 1,687 1,693 1,718 1,739 1,795

..................................Electrical engineering 1,282 1,314 1,241 1,261 1,256 1,307 1,452 1,556
....................................Engineering science 133 129 128 123 130 124 159 135

......................Industrial/manufacturing eng. 674 628 711 712 711 638 650 617
..............................Mechanical engineering 582 652 669 610 606 666 670 691

........................Metallurgical/materials eng. 482 473 524 523 538 544 566 540
....................................Nuclear engineering 130 146 120 107 110 108 98 107

........................................Engineering, n.e.c 205 204 220 272 371 341 444 486

...........................................Total, health fields 10,783 11,377 12,052 12,561 12,505 12,376 11,859 12,474
.................................................Clinical fields 171 162 182 201 186 164 146 223

.............................................Dental sciences 88 83 96 97 106 102 104 96
..........................................................Nursing 5,117 5,465 6,097 6,192 5,975 5,876 4,995 5,102

..............................Pharmaceutical sciences 470 478 524 514 514 502 487 532
........Preventive medicine/community health 1,737 1,878 1,856 1,926 1,954 1,623 1,884 2,085

.........................Speech pathology/audiology 1,779 1,797 1,857 1,893 1,929 2,043 2,036 2,171
.......................................Veterinary sciences 385 385 384 415 415 563 594 647

.........................................Other health fields 1,036 1,129 1,056 1,323 1,426 1,503 1,613 1,618

KEY: n.e.c. = Not elsewhere classified

SOURCE: National Science Foundation/Division of Science Resources Studies, Survey of Graduate Students and Postdoctorates in Science 
and Engineering 


